THE L1KK OF UUMAS

Some men of the past generation Dumas occasionally
came across who were interesting for other than literary
reasons. Gohier, for example, once the head of the Direc-
toire Cabinet, seemed a type of the commonplace person
pitchforked by chance into a position the importance of
which he himself never realized. After all that had passed
since Bramaire the i8th, Gohier's view of that crisis was
still limited to a sense of personal grievance against Bona-
parte for having made a fool of him.

Larrey, once the Surgeon-in-chief of Napoleon's armies,
and signalized by the Emperor as " the most honest man
he had ever known," was a personage whose large experience
of life and death made him most interesting to the young
Dumas, whose father also he remembered in Egypt.

And then there was the famous " Citizen-general " Barras,
the man who had given Bonaparte his first chance, in sending
for him to disperse the rebel sections on the steps of Saint
Roch by that historic " whiff of grape-shot " which Carlyle
commemorates, Barras, who had laid unwittingly the
foundation stone of military despotism, was now in his old
age a type of the purely cynical Republican. Without be-
lieving in the value or permanence of anything, he acquiesced
perforce in the present order of things, and watched with a
malicious pleasure the mistakes of the Bourbons while he
speculated how long that family would last. Retaining only
the negative and destructive elements of the Revolution
spirit, he busied himself on his deathbed with an elaborate
Joke designed to irritate arid befool the King's Government.
Knowing that their curiosity would impel them, immediately
upon his death, to search his house for any papers they
might lay hold of, he was careful to put out of the way all
sacb documents as were of political importance. At the
e caused an^ imposing array of some thirty
~ ' " loo, for instance, the case of poor
